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STATEMENT OP sioNIFICANCE 

The simplicity, straight-forwardness and structural defi 
nltion of the building make It an outstanding example of 
Chicago School industrial architecture. The geometry of the 
brick work, softened by the terra cotta detail and the canti- 
levered river walkway, create an attractive and considerate 
contribution to the riverside. 

Nlmmons was obviously concerned with following through 
on D. H. Burnham's suggestions in his Plan of Chicago of 1909 
which gave consideration to the development of Chicago River 
front sites as aesthetic and commercial possibilities. 

While the massive brick facade and tower differ some- 
what from a Chicago School building's stylistic appearance, 
the human character of the School is evident in this building. 
In addition, the Reid Murdoch Building Illustrates an approach 
to the School's functional and structural philosophies, 
Nlmmon's point of departure, along with other second genera- 
tion Chicago School architects such as Dwight Perkins and 
R.E. Schmidt, shows a growth and continuation of an applicable 
philosophy which is uniquely Chicago. 

The building is important in the history of commerce 
because it shows the use of an important style for a mere 
manufacturing structure. It also reveals the importance 
in the commercial life of the city of Burnham's plan and of 
the willingness to allow manufacturing concerns to become 
important visual elements within the central area of a city. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Poblic Law 
89-665). 1 hereby nominate this property for Inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nominatiop is: 

National □ State □ Local □ 



I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register. 



Director, Office of Atehaology and ffleforle Pi-seer ration 



eo per of The National Reghter 
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Date 
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Hon. Charles H. Percy 
Hon. Adlai E. Stevenson 
Hon. Cardiss Collins 




